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BASIC- ABSTRACT : Method for killing an infectious agent comprises exposing the 
agent to amounts of compositions comprising an n-alkyl carboxybetaine 
sufficient to kill the agent. 

USE - The method is used for antimicrobial actions against Staphylococcus, 
especially S. aureus or S. epidermidis, Salmonella especially S. typhimurium, 
Pseudomonas especially P. aeruginosa and Escherichia especially E. coli. 

The method may be used to disinfect or antiseptically clean living or 
biological objects or matter including tissues and organs. It may be used in 
the processing of food products for human or animal consumption e.g. meat 
(especially animal carcasses), vegetables or fruit, particularly in the 
processing of beef, pork, mutton, poultry and seafood. 

The method may be used to aseptically lavage organs intended for 
transplantation or to wash or soak wounds prior to dressing. The compositions 
may be used as mouthwashes or gargles for the oral cavity including the pharynx 
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and nasopharynx. 



They may also be used to clean, store and disinfect contact lenses. 

The compositions are administered topically to inanimate objects or living or 
biological objects or matter including tissues or organs or may be perfused 
into the biological objects or matter. They may be provided as parts of a 
physical structure such as a bandage or microparticle giving sustained release. 
The compositions may be applied to food by spraying, washing or dipping. 

ADVANTAGE - The n-alkyl carboxy-betaines are efficient at eliminating both 
Gram-positive and -negative organisms, particularly the members of those 
classes that have been historically difficult to kill. 
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